
 

1825  Restauration “Founding Phase”      1st Great Wave         2nd Great Wave         3rd Great Wave  “Final Wave”  

        1836-1865           1866-1873            1880-1893            1900-1914    1920-1929 

       Number of Emigrants:      c. 77,900           c. 110,900            c. 264,600            c. 215,000    c. 88,500 
 

       Emigration Valleys:             1861-65 Civil War 1873-79 Depression              1893-97 US Depression              1914-18 WWI 
                     

 

1801-on, Smallpox Vaccine in Norway         1860s-on, From Sail to Steam            1882, Peak Migration Year: c. 28,800   1920s, US Immigration Restrictions 
                               Low Quota  Imposed in 1929 

1809-on, Better Nutrition in Norway               1862, US Homestead Act    1870s-on, Fewer Families, More Young Men Emigrate 
 

1814-on, Infant, Child Mortality Decrease in Norway           1866, Trans-Atlantic Telegraph                        1929-39, Great Depression 
                     

 

1825 Norwegian Population: 1,035,345            —Norway’s Population Increase Far Outpaces Its Economic Development—         1928 Norwegian Population: 2,810,592 

                     

Graph Source:  Norwegian Migration to America:  1825-1860.  Theodore Blegen.  Norwegian-American Historical Association, 1931, p. 18.  Annotations by Lawrence Moe © 2025 


